
 

Set Up to Serve 
ACTS 6:1-7 

5/16/2021 

PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the 
following questions.  

• What was the catalyst for the problem described in v. 1? Do you think the problem was 
rooted in prejudice or favoritism? Why did this problem need to be dealt with immediately?  

• Why was it important for the apostles to gather the congregation together as a group to hear 

the solution to the problem? Is this a pattern for the modern church to follow for important 
decisions or was this only relevant for the early church?  

• What did you learn about ministry priorities from the apostles’ response?    

• What stands out to you about the selection process put forth by the apostles? What about the 
qualifications? What are some non-biblical qualifications churches sometimes have for deacons 

that can bring harm to the church’s ability to fulfill her calling?     

• Read 1 Timothy 3:8-10, 12-13. How did Paul expand on the qualifications the apostles gave 
in Acts 6:2? Why do you think the Holy Spirit inspired him to do so? 

• In what way is v. 4 a continuation of v. 2? How does v. 4 support the apostles’ proposal? How 

do you think it influenced congregation’s response? What is the significance, if any, of the 
choices they made? 

• What is the result of preaching the gospel without meeting physical or emotional needs? On 

the other hand, what is the result of meeting needs without the clear preaching of the gospel?   

• How are you currently serving at First Norfolk? Are you serving at your full capacity? Why or 

why not? 

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 

Research the laws for the care of widows in the Old Testament. What additional insights do these 
laws bring to our passage in Acts?  


